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Tlio  ontstandinfi-  feature  of  the  econoiuie  situation  in  British  Co- 
lumbia durin<i:  11)15  ^vas  a  financial  depression  that  att'ected  every 
branch  of  trade  and  industry,  with  the  possible  exception  of  mininf?, 
which,  on  account  of  the  advance  in  price  of  mineral  products,  shov\ed 
consider  -ble  activity  during-  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

To  meet  the  extraordinary  conditions  thus  occasioned  a  policy  of 
business  economy  and  retrenchment  Avas  inaugurated,  which  cur- 
tniled  the  volume  and  greatly  reduced  stocks  in  every  branch  of  trade. 
Buying  for  both  wholesale  and  retail  was  limited  to  the  immediate 
demands,  the  custom  prevailing  in  more  prosperous  times  of  placing 
orders  for  a  season  in  advance  being  generally  discontinued. 
Causes  of  the  rinancial  Depression. 

The  depression  prevailing  in  this  Province  was  not,  as  is  claimed  by 
many,  due  to  the  war,  that  being  onlv  one  of  the  many  indirect  causes 
contributing  to  the  disturbed  commercial  and  industrial  situation. 
The  real  cause  was  the  collapse  in  1012-13  of  a  boom  which  fol- 
lowed several  yeai*s  of  great  prosperity  and  was  characterized  by 
speculation  and  an  abnormal  growth  of  cities  and  towns — a  pros- 
perity founded  largely  U]:)on  real  estate  transactions  and  building 
activity  in  the  municipailties,  the  growth  of  Avhich  was  out  of  pro- 
porticm  to  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  Province. 

The  depression  reached  a  crisis  in  1914  and  was  followed  by  liqui- 
dation and  readjustment  during  1915,  which  caused  the  collapse  of 
a  number  of  financial  institutions  and  forced  out  of  business  a  great 
many  individuals  and  firms.  Other  contributing  causes  to  the  pres- 
ent depressed  condition  of  trade  were  the  almost  total  cessation  of 
building  activities  and  of  the  influx  of  capital  from  outside  sources 
and  the  stoppage  of  large  expenditures  for  railway  construction  and 
public  works. 

In  the  principal  citie.s  of  the  Province  there  was  a  material  reduc- 
tion in  the  volume  of  business.  The  contracting  and  building  trades 
sufl'ered  niott.  operations  having  been  almost  entirely  suspended. 
Rents  were  reduced  about  50  per  cent,  and  many  propert}^  owners 
carrying  mortgage  indebtedness  were  unable  to  meet  interest  pa}'- 
ments. 
The  Moratorium — Better  Outlook  for  1916. 

To  meet  this  emergency  the  British  Columbia  Legislature  at  its 
last  session  passed  an  act,  under  the  provisions  of  which  the  court 

•       25491'— 231>-10 1 


2  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   EEPORTB. 

may  order  the  postponement  of  payment  of  the  principal  due  on 
real  estate  mortgages,  and  wliere  the  property  affected  is  tlie  bona 
tide  place  of  residence  of  the  borrower  or  his  family  interest  pay- 
ments may  also  be  deferred.  This  law,  designated  as  a  moratorium, 
has  rendered  it  practically  impossible  to  borrow  money  on  real  estate 
security,  especially  on  residence  property. 

British  Columbia  entered  upon  the  year  1916  with  a  more  hopeful 
and  satisfactory  outlook  from  a  commercial,  industrial,  and  financial 
point  of  view  than  that  presented  at  the  beginning  of  1915.  Various 
factors  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  situation.  The  deter- 
rent elements  are  the  wreclvs  caused  by  speculation  and  unwise  ex- 
pansion. How  far  these  will  impede  commercial  progress  and  indus- 
trial development  it  is  difficult  to  predict,  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
effect  w^ll  be  apparent  for  several  years.  However,  the  commercial 
machinery  of  the  Province  is  already  beginning  to  free  itself  from 
these  obstructions. 

There  is  a  general  tendency  toward  economy  and  retrenchment. 
Business  is  at  low  ebb,  down  to  or  even  below  the  needs  of  consump- 
tion, and  must  naturally  work  upw^ard  toAvard  the  normal,  with  ex- 
travagance and  abuse  of  credit  eliminated.  Above  all,  the  Province 
has  great  natural  resources  in  timber,  metal,  coal,  and  fisheries,  and 
its  abundant  available  water  power  constitutes  an  important  indus- 
trial asset. 

Eifects  of  Financial  Depression  on  Vancoiiver. 

The  financial  depression  prevailing  during  1915  was  more  severely 
felt  in  Vancouver  than  at  any  other  place  in  the  Province,  as  this 
city  was  the  center  of  the  greatest  speculative  activity  during  the 
period  of  prosperity.  The  reactionary  effect  is  shown  in  the  decrease 
in  population  and  in  the  values  placed  upon  property  for  assessment 
purposes  for  191G,  as  compared  with  those  given  for  the  same  pur- 
poses last  year. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  land  in  Vancouver  for  1916  amounts  to 
$139,702,200,  as  compared  with  $145,602,952  for  1915.  The  greatest 
reduction  is  shown  in  the  business  section,  where  over  $3,000,000  is 
taken  from  the  figures  of  1915. 

Improvements  are  assessed  this  year  at  $74,910,475,  as  compared 
with  $79,137,378  in  1915.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  improvements 
does  not,  however,  seriously  affect  the  question  of  taxes,  as  the  single- 
tax  system  prevails  in  Vancouver,  land  only  being  assessed  for  taxes. 

The  combined  assessment  of  improvements  and  land  for  1916  is 
^214,612,675,  or  $10,000,000  less  than  last  year,  when  the  total  was 
$224,741,333. 
Building  Statistics — Population — Taxes  and  Revenue. 

The  lack  of  activity  in  the  building  trades  in  Vancouver  during  the 
year  is  indicated  in  the  small  number  of  permits  issued,  the  total 
being  608  for  buildings  and  repairs,  representing  a  value  of 
$1,578,693.  The  new  buildings  included  85  dwellings,  valued  at 
$69,540;  35  factories  and  warehouses,  with  a  value  of  $1,109,957;  and 
118  office  and  small  business  houses,  valued  at  $183,311,  Vancouver's 
record  building  year  was  1912,  when  3,221  permits  were  issued,  the 
value  represented  being  $19,388,322. 

Estimates  made  at  the  beginning  of  1916  give  the  population  of 
Vancouver  as  9^,000,  as  compared  with  106,110  the  previous  year. 
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The  total  decrease  since  the  collapse  of  the  boom  in  1013  is  estimated 
at  20,000. 

Tax  collections  in  Vancouver  for  l!)!;")  aniomited  to  $2,758,082, 
as  conijjared  with  $2,811,185  in  1914. 

.    The  total  customs  collections  amounted  to  $l.<)i)!).T15  in  1915,  as 
compared  with  $5,298,571  for  the  previous  year. 
Harbor  Improvements  at  Vancouver. 

The  harbor  of  Vancouver,  which  i.;  one  of  the  finest  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  is  being  improved  and  equipped  with  the  necessary 
facilities  for  handling  large  cargoes  and  for  the  prompt  dispatch 
of  vessels.  A  new  (lovernment  wharf  800  feet  long  and  constructed 
of  reinforced  concrete,  with  a  depth  of  33  feet  of  water  at  low 
tide,  was  recently  completed.  A  new  (lOvernment  graiii  elevator, 
which  is  nearing  completion,  adjoins  the  Ck)Aernment  wharf.  It  has 
a  storage  ca})acity  of  1,250,000  bushels,  and  a  receiving  capacity  of 
20,000  bushels  per  hour.  The  loading  cai)acity  will  Ite  (>0.000  bushels 
an  hour,  whether  loading  to  two  boats  at  30,000  bushels  an  hour  or 
to  four  boats  at  15,000  bushels  an  hour. 

Eailway  and  steamship  companies  also  have  made  additions  to 
and  improvements  in  their  wharves  and  docking  facilities  in  the 
harbor. 

Exports  and  Imports — Insufficient  Shipping— Government  Aid  Urged. 

The  shipping  returns  for  1915  .show  aggregate  exports  to  the 
value  of  $25,705,000  and  imports  valued  at  $15.172.00f),  placing 
Vancouver  sixth  in  importance  in  the  list  of  Canadian  ports. 

The  foregoing  figures  do  not  include  exports  to  the  I'nited  States, 
however,  only  the  foreign  trade,  or  that  carried  by  v.ater,  being  in- 
cluded in  the  port  statistics. 

The  British  Columbia  shipping  business  was  seriously  interrupted 
last  3'ear  by  the  temporary  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  by  the 
commandeering  by  the  British  Admiralty  of  many  of  the  largo 
vessels  operating  from  this  j)ort.  This  lias  led  to  strong  agitation 
on  the  jwrt  of  manufacturers  and  shipping  agencies  to  induce  the 
Provincial  (iovernment  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a  merchant 
marine  to  relieve  the  situation  and  to  provide  facilities  for  carrying 
Britisli  Columbia  products  to  foreign  markets. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  war  claimed  a  niunber  of  the  largest 
vessels  from  the  sailing  list  of  steamship  companies  maintaining 
a  service  in  British  Columbia,  the  port  made  a  good  showing  for 
the  year,  the  shortage  of  local  tonnage  being  partially  made  up  by 
additions  to  the  Japanese  line  and  l)y  placing  in  service,  between 
Oriental  and  Pacilic  coast  ports,  the  Kussian  volunteer  fleet. 

The  tonnage  statistics  of  the  port  for  1915  show  that  223  British 
.steamers,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  859,995,  entered  and  left 
the  port,  besides  24  British  sailing  vessels,  of  50,232  tons.  The 
foreign  steamers  entering  and  leaving  numbered  575,  of  937,410 
tons,  besides  two  foreign  sailing  vessels  of  25,860  tons. 
Railway  Construction. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  financial  situation  in  British 
Columbia  in  1915,  considerable  activity  was  shown  in  railwa}'  con- 
struction, two  transcontinental  lines — the  Grand  Trunk  and  the 
Canadian   Northern — having  been   completed   and   coast   terminals 
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established.  In  addition  to  these  main  arteries  of  communication  the 
i'ellou'ing  ])rnnch  roads  and  connecting-  lines  are  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction: The  Kettle  Valley  Railway,  through  the  Boundary,  Oka- 
nagan,  and  Similkameen  districts,  connecting  coast  ports  with  pro- 
ductive interior  sections  of  the  Province;  the  Vancouver,  Victoria  & 
Eastern,  a  branch  of  the  Great  Northei'n  Railway,  which  passes 
through  suaie  of  the  rich  agricultural  and  fruit-growing  districts; 
?ind  the  Paciiic  Great  Eastern,  between  Vancouver  and  Fort  George, 
connecting  this  i)ort  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  system  at  Fort 
George.  The  Kettle  Valley  was  comi)leted  and  placed  in  operation 
last  year;  the  Vancouver,  Victoria  &  Eastern  and  the  Pacific  Great 
Eastern  will  be  finished  this  3'ear,  about  100  miles  of  the  last-named 
road  having  been  completed  and  a  train  service  inaugurated  last 
year. 

One  of  the  important  features  of  railway  construction  in  the 
Province  Avas  the  completion  of  the  preliminary  drive  of  the  Rogers 
Pass  Tunnel  under  JSIount  McDonald,  in  the  Selkirk  Range  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  on  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific.  The  tunnel 
is  5  miles  in  length  and  is  said  to  be  the  longest  railway  tunnel  on 
the  North  American  Continent.  The  work  will  be  finished  this  year, 
and  W'hen  completed  will  shorten  the  distance  through  the  mountains 
by  several  miles, 
other  Railway  Improvements — Rates  Reduced  by  Competition. 

Other  railway  improvements  made  were  the  construction  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  of  a  ncAV  passenger  station  and  the  extension  of 
terminal  trackage  in  Vancouver.  Preliminary  w^ork  on  terminals 
and  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  new  passenger  station,  wdiich  will 
be  completed  this  year,  marked  the  beginning  of  important  improve- 
ments by  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Co.  in  this  city  in  1915. 

The  tw^o  transcontinental  lines  completed  last  year  pass  through 
territory  in  this  Province  that  is  rich  in  natural  resources  but  has 
remained  undeveloped  on  account  of  a  lack  of  transportation  facili- 
ties. Since  these  roads  were  opened  for  traffic  nmch  interest  has  been 
manifested  in  the  country  made  available  for  settlement  and  in  the 
exploitation  of  the  mineral  and  timber  resources  along  the  lines  of 
communication.  They  have  also  increased  the  importance  of  Van- 
couver and  Prince  Rupert,  the  British  Columbia  terminal  ports,  and 
added  greatly  to  the  wealth  of  the  Province. 

One  of  the  greatest  benefits  accruing  from  the  acquisition  of  the 
new  lines  of  railway  is  the  competition  created  in  the  carrying  trade. 
Rates  have  been  reduced  on  several  classes  of  freight  between  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  the  prairies  and  also  to  the  eastern  markets,  and 
further  reductions  are  anticipated  wdien  the  new  roads  are  better 
equipped  for  handling  the  traffic. 
Water-Power  Resources — Hydroelectric  Plants. 

Conservative  estimates  place  the  total  amount  of  water  power  that 
is  economically  possible  of  development  in  British  Columbia  at 
3,000,000  horsepower,  less  than  10  per  cent  of  which  is  now  being- 
utilized. 

The  three  largest  cities  in  the  Province — Vancouver,  Victoria,  and 
New  Westminister — are  favorably  situated  for  the  utilization  of 
hydroelectric  power.  These  municipalities  are  supplied  with  power 
plants  representing  an  aggregate  of  135,000  horsepower,  equivalent 
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to  about  one-half  horsepower  per  capita  of  the  popnhitions  of  tlie 
cities  and  their  surrounding  suburbs. 

In  addition  to  the  hych'oelectric  ]K)wer  represented  in  the  plants 
installed,  auxiliary  steam-electric  plants  for  furnishing  light  and 
power  rej)resonting  '26,000  horsepower  have  i>eeii  established.  It  is 
estimated  that  within  easy  transmission  distance  from  the  above- 
named  cities  750,000  horsej^ower  can  be  economically  devel(ij)ed.  This 
should  encourage  the  establishment  of  \arious  industries  depending 
upon  cheap  electrical  motive  i)o\ver. 

The  largest  jiower  ])lant  installed  in  connection  with  a  particular 
industr}'  in  the  Province  is  that  of  the  Powell  Iviver  Pulp  &  Paper 
Mills,  at  Powell  liiver,  which  has  a  ca])acity  of  24.000  horse i3ower 
with  ample  provision  for  extensions. 

Various  hydrcelectric  ]:)Ower  i^lants  have  been  installed  in  k-ecent 
years  in  connection  vvith  the  coal-mining  industry,  and  also  fo^  min- 
ing and  smelting  copper  and  other  ores,  rich  deposits  of  which  are 
found  in  various  districts  throughout  the  Provnice. 

Big  Storage  Dams. 

In  the  construction  of  many  of  the  hydroelectric  })lants  interesting 
engineering  problems  had  to  be  solved,  particidarly  in  tunneling  and 
dam  construction.  British  (Columbia  has  some  of  the  most  notable 
dams  for  storage  pur])oses  in  Canada,  amon.g  them  being  one  at 
Coquitlam,  constructed  by  the  hydraulic-fill  process;  the  Ambursen 
Dam  at  Jordan  River,  which  is  the  highest  reinforced  concrete  dam 
in  the  British  Empire;  and  the  concrete  dam  at  Stave  Falls. 

Another  notable  feature  of  many  of  the  British  (\)luml)ia  plants 
is  the  high  head  that  has  been  utilized. 

Only  a  limited  number  of  industries  in  the  Province  are  utilizing 
electric  power  at  present,  but  with  the  great  natural  resources  for 
generating  it  and  the  comparatively  low  cost  of  production,  elec- 
tricit}^  promises  to  come  into  general  use  for  industrial  purposes. 

Agriculture — Statistics  of  Principal  Products, 

The  favorable  condition  of  agriculture  in  Canada  in  lOlT)  had  only 
an  indirectly  beneficial  eifect  upon  British  Columl)ia,  as  this  Province 
is  not  jn'imarily  agricultural,  not  even  being  self-su])porting  in  the 
products  of  the  soil,  except  in  apples  and  potatoes,  small  quantities 
of  which  are  exported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  com))arative  values  of  the  chief 
agricultural  products  of  British  Columbia  for  1914  and  1915: 


Products. 


Live  stock: 

norscs 

Catile- 
Beef.. 
Diiiry . 

Slieep 

Swine 

Poultry 


SI,  927,560 

3,512,170 

1,970,99:! 

225.279 

481,351 

010,793 


1915 


?2,231,0H 

3,611,000 

2,176,032 

233,  no 

420, 000 
427,301 


Products. 


Butter 

Milk 

Moals 

Fruits  and  veijc'.ablc?. 

Eggs  and  honey 

Grain,  hay,  olc 


Tola!. 


1914 


S571,113 
2,4-10,S,S7 
1,202,000 
■1,220,140 
1,H14,229 
9,336,949 

2S,  .356, 070 


1915 


?793, 108 
2,. '^08,030 
1,293,^70 
4,642,000 
1,451,. 382 
10,456,373 


30,246,520 


Reports  from  the  principal  fruit-growing  districts  show  an  in- 
crease in  production,  especially  in  apples.  Prices  were  fairly  good 
and  decided  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  sy.stem  of  grading, 
packing,   and   marketing.     Small   quantities   of   i3ritish   Columbia 
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apples  Avere  exported  to  South  Africa  and  Australia  last  year,  and  ai 
better  demand  in  the  prairie  Provinces  adds  an  encouraging  feature 
to  this  branch  of  the  industry. 

Agricultural  Production  in  1914  and  1915  Compared. 

In  grain  the  total  acreage  for  1915  showed  an  increase  of  about 
12  per  cent  over  that  for  1914.  Wheat  and  oats  increased  30  to  38 
per  cent.  The  total  yield  of  grains  of  all  kinds  exceeded  that  of 
1914  by  nearly  50  per  cent. 

The  hay  acreage  of  the  Province  showed  a  slight  increase  in  yield 
in  1915,  but  owing  to  lower  prices  there  was  a  decrease  in  total  value. 

The  acreage  planted  in  vegetables  Avas  about  the  same  as  in  1914, 
except  that  field  roots  showed  an  increase,  the  average  yields  being 
above  normal  in  the  upper  mainland  sections. 

Fruit  production  was  12  to  15  per  cent  greater  than  in  1914,  and 
30  per  cent  greater  than  in  1912.  The  total  value  of  the  crop  will  be 
GO  to  65  per  cent  greater  than  in  1914,  despite  the  financial  conditions. 

The  total  value  of  dairy  products  showed  an  increase  of  10  to  14 
per  cent  in  1915,  Avhich  may  be  attributed  more  to  the  increased  out- 
put of  butter  by  creameries  than  to  milk  production,  which  was  con- 
siderably reduced  in  the  Fraser  River  delta  section  through  a  scarcity 
of  pasturage  during  the  summer. 

Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  feed  eai-ly  in  1915,  large  quantities  of 
poultry  w^ere  forced  upon  the  market  at  low  prices,  causing  a  corre- 
sponding decrease  in  the  production  of  eggs,  and  the  total  value  of 
poultry  and  eggs  w  as  39  per  cent  less  than  in  1914. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  tlie  number  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep 
placed  on  the  market  during  the  year,  and  fair  prices  were  obtained. 
Statistics  of  Mining. 

The  mineral  production  of  the  Province  in  1915  was  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  industr}^,  the  aggregate  value  being  $19,650,000. 
The  total  output  of  British  Columbia  mines  last  year,  including  coal 
and  coke  and  building  materials,  was  $29,871,600,  as  compared  with 
$26,388,825  in  1914,  and  was  distributed  as  follows : 


Minerals. 

1914 

1915 

Minerals. 

1914 

1915 

Gold: 

Sr>6.5,000 
5,109,004 
1,870,736 
1,771,877 
6,121,319 

$650,000 
5,854,900 
1,66.5,752 
1,871,100 
8,937,225 

Zinc 

$346,125 
6,338,3^5 
1,407,462 
2,852,917 

$677,663 

Placer 

Coal 

6,125,000 

Lode 

Coke   

1,590,000 

Silver 

Building  materials 

Total 

2,500,000 

26,388,825 

29,871,640 

The  total  value  of  minerals  produced  in  British  Columbia  to  date, 
viz,  $516,000,000,  is  equal  to  about  $1,400  per  capita,  and  the  value 
of  last  year's  ]3roduction  amounts  to  a^jproximately  $80  for  each 
person  in  the  Province. 
Gold  and  Silver  Mining. 

Placer  gold  shows  an  increase  for  the  year,  due  chiefly  to  a  larger 
production  in  the  Cariboo  and  Atlin  districts. 

The  increase  in  the  production  of  lode  gold  was  mainly  clue  to  the 
Rossland  camp,  where  the  gold  values  have  shown  an  improvement 
at  a  depth  of  2,400  feet. 

New  York  interests  have  bonded  a  gold  property  Imown  as  the 
Treadwell  Group  in  the  Skeena  district  and  will  start  development 
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TTork  this  spring.  Spokane  capitalists  are  working  on  tlie  amalgama- 
tion of  the  various  mines  on  iShee])  (^rcek,  a  free-gokl  camp  south  of 
Nelson,  with  a  view  to  installing  a  large  mill,  which  will  admit  of 
important  economies  being  effected  in  the  treatment  of  the  ore. 

The  production  of  silver  shows  an  increase  in  (juantity.  (hie  to  its 
reduction  from  the  ("opper  ores,  hut.  owing  to  the  low  price,  the  value 
is  less.  The  Slccan  is  the  principal  silver-producing  district  in  tho 
Province,  the  yearly  output  being  about  2,500,000  ounces.  JVIost  of 
the  silver  is  produced  by  companies  organized  in  Spokane. 

Lead,  Copper,  and  Zinc  Mining'. 

The  lead  output  in  1915  was  about  5,000,000  pounds  less  than  dur- 
ing the  previous  12  months,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  higher  grade 
mines  did  not  ship  to  any  apprecial)le  extent  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  and  the  tonnage  was  mainly  from  low-grade  ores.  The 
lead  is  derived  principally  from  producers  of  silver-lead  ore  in 
Slocan  and  East  Kooteuay. 

The  copper  i)roducti()n  of  the  Province  in  1915  was  the  largest  on 
record.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  amoimt  was  produced  by  com- 
panies having  their  headtiuarters  in  Xew  York  and  employing  Amer- 
ican capital.  During  the  year  great  strides  were  made  by  American 
firms  toward  increasing  ])roduction. 

The  Provincial  (Jovernment  has  announced  its  intention  of  estab- 
lishing an  electrolytic  refinery  on  the  Coast  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting smelting  and  reiining,  within  the  ]*rovince,  oi  the  copper 
produced.  The  production  for  191(5  will  probalj'v  reach  close  to 
100,000.000  pounds. 

An  entirely  new  feature  of  the  mineral  industrv  in  British  Colum- 
bia is  the"  production  of  spelter.  Heretofore  the  zinc  output  of  the 
Province  has  been  purchased  by  American  spelter  Avorks,  but  one 
com]5any  has  developed  an  electrochemical  process  by  which  it  has 
produced  from  one-half  ton  to  1  ton  of  spelter  a  day  during  the 
past  year,  and  a  plant  is  being  installed  that  will  i)roduce  from  50  to 
TO  tons  of  spelter  a  day  from  refractory  ores.  The  T)ominion  and 
British  Governments  have  supported  this  development  by  a  contract 
for  the  entire  output  for  a  term  of  years  at  a  price  of  14  cents  per 
pound.  Two  American  com])anies  have  recently  closed  contracts  for 
the  purchase  of  a  considerable  amount  of  British  Columbia  zinc  ore. 

Mining  Dividends — Number  of  Men  Employed. 

The  dividends  paid  last  year  by  mining  companies  operating 
in  British  Columbia  amounted  to  $2.23^.839,  as  com];)ared  with 
$1,700,304  for  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total,  $1,443,410  Avas  paid 
to  shareholders  of  companies  of  American  registry. 

The  outlook  for  1910  promises  an  increase  of  about  $500,000,  so 
that  dividend  distributions  for  this  year  will  probablv  exceed 
$3,000,000.  'Die  total  dividends  paid  to  date  by  the  mines  of  British 
Columbia  aggregate  $25,833,463.  and  it  is  estimated  that  profits  re- 
turned to  development  and  equii)ment  amount  to  a  similar  sum,  in 
which  case  the  mineral  production  of  British  Columbia  has  paid 
about  10  per  cent  on  its  outjnit  since  its  inception. 

There  are  employed  in  the  various  branches  of  the  mining  industry 
in  the  Province  12,732  men,  including  4,267  underground  men  in  coal 
mines. 
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Coal  Mining — Building  Materials — Magnesite. 

Conditions  were  generally  unfavorable  in  tlie  coal-mining  industry 
in  British  Columbia  in  1915.  The  financial  depression  and  shipping 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  war  reduced  the  demand  in  the  local 
market  and  curtailed  carrying  facilities  for  the  export  trade.  The 
only  company  producing  coal  in  tlie  ProA  ince  that  shoAved  evidence 
of  prosperity  during  last  year  was  the  Crows  ISlest  Pass  Co.,  which 
exports  coal  and  coke  to  the  United  States  and  supplies  British 
Columbia  smelters  with  coke. 

The  importation  of  large  quantities  of  fuel  oil  from  California 
and  Peru  has  reduced  the  demand  for  coal,  which  can  not  be  pro- 
duced in  this  Province  at  a  sui?iciently  low  cost  to  compete  success- 
fully with  oil  when  utilized  for  industrial  purposes. 

There  was  a  decided  decrease  in  the  demand  for  building  materials 
last  year,  due  to  the  general  inactivity  in  the  building  trades  and 
railway  construction. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  develop  the  magnesite  deposits  in  the 
Atlin  district,  to  supply  the  United  States  demand  hitherto  lilled 
by  importations  from  Greece  and  Austria,  but  so  far  the  development 
has  not  been  attended  with  success. 

Considerable  fire  brick,  manufactured  at  Clayburn,  Avas  shipped  to 
Seattle  and  other  American  firms  dui'iug  11)15. 
Conditions  on  the  Yukon. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  situation  in  the  Yukon  territory 
last  3'ear.  About  350  individu.al  miners  are  operating  in  the  district, 
but  gold  mining  is  now  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  big  com- 
panies. It  is  19  years  since  gold  was  discovered  in  the  Klondike. 
The  yield  for  1915  amounted  to  $4,256,805,  a  slight  decrease  from  the 
figures  for  the  previous  year. 

No  new  discoveries  of  placer  ground  worthy  of  note  were  reported, 
and  quartz  mining  in  the  viciuity  of  Dawson  was  unsatisfactory, 
but  a  silver  mine  in  the  Stewart  district  is  said  to  be  yielding  good 
results. 

Coal  to  the  amount  of  5,000  tons  was  mined.  Copper-mining 
operations  in  the  White  Horse  district  were  unsatisfactory  during 
most  of  the  year,  but  at  present  the  mines  are  being  worked  to 
capacit}^  The  ore  yields  an  average  of  7  per  cent  of  copper,  and  the 
gold  obtained  is  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  smelting. 

Business  in  Dawson  and  in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory  was 
generall}^  satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  and  many  of  the  "  old 
timers  "  who  had  left  on  account  of  the  depression  prevailing  in  the 
territory  in  1914  are  reported  to  be  returning,  and  renevved  activity 
is  api^arent  in  the  principal  mining  districts. 

Dairying  has  been  conducted  on  a  small  scale,  with  a  fair  measure 
of  success,  and  the  production  of  vegetables  Avas  greater  than  Avould 
be  expected  in  this  latitude. 

The  fur  farms  on  Avhicli  are  bred  foxes,  mink,  and  marten  show 
fairly  good  results,  although  the  demand  Avas  less  than  in  former 
years. 

On  the  transportation  system  of  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Rail- 
way freight  business  showed  an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  and  the 
passenger  traffic  was  about  equal  to  that  of  former  years,  while  the 
tourist  travel  during  the  summer  showed  a  decided  increase. 
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Fishing  Industry — Number  of  Vessels  and  Men  Employed. 

British  Columbia  leads  all  other  Provinces  in  the  Dominion  in  the 
value  of  its  fisheries  products,  the  airti'regate  for  1915  beinfz;  approxi- 
mately $15,000,000,  as  compared  with  $18.81)1.308  for  the  previous 
year.  Of  the  total  i^roduction  for  last  vear  the  sahnon  i)ack  is 
credited  with  $8,000,000.  as  compaied  with  $7,743,400  in  101-1.  while 
the  halibut  catch  entered  more  largely  than  ever  before  into  calcula- 
tion. 

The  importance  of  the  fishing-  industry  in  this  Province  is  indicated 
by  the  number  of  vessels  and  men  employed  in  the  business  in  1015, 
viz,  58  steam  fishing  vessels  (tonnage.  3.701) ,  valued  at  $1,071,575; 
150  sailing  and  gasoline  vessels.  $573,180  in  value;  3.070  sailljoats, 
$217,005  in  valued  2.434  gasoline  boats,  $1,018,150  in  value:  and  100 
carrving  smacks.  $75,650  in  value.  The  total  value  of  vessels,  nets, 
canneries  and  other  buildings  and  the  wharves  used  in  the  industry 
in  1015  amounted  to  abou.t  $12,500,000.  Of  the  20,707  men  emploved, 
nearly  one-half,  or  0.301,  were  employed  on  land,  the  remainder  on 
vessels. 
Salmon  Pack  for  1914-15 — Increased  Demand  for  Cheaper  Varieties. 

Salmon  fishing  constitutes  one  of  the  three  principal  industries 
of  the  Province  producing  for  export,  the  otlier  two  beina"  lumber 
and  mining.  The  total  production  of  camied  salmon  on  the  Pacific 
coast  during  the  last  four  years  has  averaged  0.000,000  cases  of  48 
pounds  net  weight  to  the  ci'.se.  with  a  total  a\'erage  value  per  year  of 
$30,000,000,  of  Avhich  British  Columbia  produced  an  average  of 
l.KiO.OOO  cases  annually,  or  one-sixth  of  the  total.  The  figures  show 
a  steady  increase  in  the  salmon  pack  of  British  Columbia  for  the 
last  five  years,  with  the  exception  of  1913.  Avhich  holds  the  record  in 
the  industry.  '  In  1013  the  pack  was  1,353,001  cases;  in  1014,  1.111,- 
030  cases;  in  1015,  1,133,381  cases. 

The  total  for  1015  shows  an  increase  of  22.342  cases  over  that  of 
1014.  but  in  the  better  varieties  there  Avas  a  decrease,  the  total  [jack 
of  sockeye,  the  most  valuable  of  the  several  varieties  of  salmon, 
amounting  to  onl}'-  470,042  cases,  as  compared  with  536,006  in  1014. 
The  decrease  in  sockeye  is  due  to  the  small  j^ack  put  up  on  the  Fraser 
Eiver.  which  amounted  to  only  80,040,  as  comipared  with  108.183 
cases  in  1014. 

A  firm  demand  for  salmon  of  the  cheaper  varieties  was  one  of  the 
favorable  features  of  the  business  last  year,  the  foreign  market 
showing  an  increased  demand  for  pinks.  "While  it  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  the  limit  of  expansion  has  probably  been  reached  in  the 
sockeye  pack,  that  of  the  chums  and  pinks  can  be  greatl}'  augmented. 
Halibut  Fisheries  Flourishing. 

The  halibut  branch  of  the  fisheries  industry  of  the  Province  is 
increasing  in  importance,  the  tot.il  catches  for  the  two  seasons  being 
17,888,800  pounds  in  1014  and  27,540.500  pounds  last  year. 

An  American  company  Avith  headquarters  in  Vancouver  operates 
fishing  vessels  of  American.  Canadian,  and  British  register,  and  em- 
ploys about  500  men  engaged  exclusively  in  halibut  fishing  and  pack- 
ing. Practically  all  the  halibut  lirought  into  this  port  is  exported  to 
the  United  States,  most  of  it  fresh,  altliough  some  of  the  fish  are 
frozen  in  bond  and  forAvarded  in  that  state. 
29491°— 23b— IG 2 
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Halibut  is  a  deep-sea  fish,  and  most  of  the  catch  of  the  companies 
operating  in  British  Cohnnbia  is  taken  from  the  high  seas,  about  one- 
half  being  caught  north  of  the  American  boundary  at  Dixons  En- 
trance and  one-half  south  of  that  point. 

Government  Action  Favoring  the  Industry. 

An  impetus  was  given  to  the  halibut-fishing  industry  in  this  Prov- 
ince early  in  1915  by  the  passage  by  the  Dominion  Government  of 
an  order  in  council  permitting  foreign  vessels  to  sell  their  catches  in 
British  Columbia  ports  to  licensed  Canadian  dealers,  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  United  States  in  bond.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  order 
foreign  boats  are  permitted  to  purchase  supplies,  including  bait, 
nnder  customs  supervision  and  to  sign  on  crews  in  Canadian  ports. 

The  importance  of  halibut  as  a  food  fish  and  the  danger  that  the 
supply  may  become  exhausted  on  this  coast  has  encouraged  the 
British  Columbia  Government  to  make  scientific  investigations  into 
the  life  and  habits  of  halibut  Avith  a  view  to  artificial  propagation. 
These  investigations  reveal  the  fact  that  all  the  halibut  caught  in  the 
deep  waters  off  the  Alaskan  coast  during  the  months  of  December, 
January,  and  February  are  filled  with  ripe  spawn  and  ripe  milt,  and 
it  is  pointed  out  that  the  taking  of  these  fish  during  the  spavvning 
season  will,  if  continued,  result  disastrously  to  the  halibut  industry 
on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Legislation  by  the  Canadian  and  the  United  States  Governments 
making  a  closed  season  and  prohibiting  the  landing  of  fresh  halibut 
during  the  spav/ning  season  is  being  urged  by  those  interested  in  the 
industry  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  the  serious  diminution  or 
final  extermination  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  food  fishes  found  in 
Pacific  waters. 

Since  the  completion  last  year  of  the  transcontinental  line  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway,  w^ith  Pacific  Coast  terminals  at  Prince  Ru- 
pert, British  Columbia,  that  city  has  become  an  important  port  for 
the  halibut  industry,  as  it  is  nearer  the  northern  fishing  grounds 
than  Vancouver. 

Herring  Fisheries — Whale  Fishing. 

Another  important  feature  of  the  fishing  industry  in  British  Co- 
lumbia is  the  herring  catch,  which  last  year  amounted  approximately 
to  24,575.000  pounds,  divided  as  follows:  About  11,000,000  pounds 
used  for  bait  in  halibut  fishing,  10,500,000  pounds  kippered  or  dry 
salted,  1,2-25,000  pounds  used  fresh,  1,600,000  pounds  pickled,  and 
600.000  pounds  smoked. 

The  i^roduction  of  dry-salted  herring  in  1915  was  much  less  than 
in  previous -j^ears  on  account  of  the  lack  of  tonnage  for  foreign 
export,  most  of  the  output  being  marketed  in  the  Orient.  There 
was  an  increase  in  the  production  of  pickled  herring,  due  to  the  extra 
demands  in  the  markets  of  eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
owing  to  a  decrease  in  imports  of  this  commodity  from  Norway, 
which  heretofore  has  been  the  principal  source  of  supply. 

The  whale-fisheries  industry  in  British  Cohmibia  is  limited  to  one 
company,  which  has  four  stations  on  the  coast.  The  vessels  engaged 
in  the  business  are  valued  at  $500,000,  and  the  type  of  vessels  now 
employed  is  very  different  from  those  used  in  former  years. 
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The  British  Cohiinbia  company  captured  229  Avhule.;  in  1915.    The 
total  product  was  ^89,721  gallons  of  wluile  oil,  3.427  aalhins  of  sperm 
oil,  598  tons  of  fertilizer,  215  tons  of  bone  meal,  and  5i   tons  of 
whalebone, 
lumber  the  Chief  Industry  of  British  Columbia. 

The  manufacture  of  lumber  and  other  wood  products  constitutes 
the  most  important  brancli  of  industry  in  British  Columbia.  jSIore 
than  one-half  of  the  total  stand  of  commercial  timber  in  Canada  is 
credited  to  this  Province,  and  some  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped 
sawmills  on  the  continent  are  in  this  consular  district.  During  the 
time  of  greatest  prosperity  in  the  industry,  extending  over  a  period 
of  several  years  previous  to  1913,  there  Avere  more  than  300  mills  in 
operation  in  this  Province.  Of  this  number,  however,  the  great 
majority  were  small  plants  of  limited  capacity,  mainly  engaged  in 
cutting  lumber  for  local  consumption.  The  industrial  depression 
during  the  last  two  years  resulted  in  the  closing  of  the  majority  of 
the  small  plants,  many  of  which  have  been  dismantled  and  can  no 
longer  be  taken  into  consideration  in  calculating  the  productive 
capacity  of  the  industr3^ 

Most  of  the  lumber  cut  in  British  Columbia  last  year  was  the 
product  of  the  big  mills  on  the  coast  of  the  mainland  and  Vancouver 
Lsland,  the  majority  of  which  are  located  in  Vancouver  and  its 
A'icinit}'.  A  considerable  proportion  of  the  total  output  of  the  in- 
dustry, however,  is  credited  to  the  mills  in  the  mountain  district, 
which  produce  cheaper  grades,  used  largel}^  in  the  construction  of 
farm  buildings  in  the  i:)rairie  Provinces. 

Six  of  the  large  mills  in  this  consular  district,  with  a  total  daily 
capacity  of  500,000  feet,  are  controlled  by  or  financed  with  xVmericaii 
capital. 
Estimates  of  Standing  Timber  Varieties — Prices. 

British  Columbia  contains  about  100  billion  feet  board  measure  of 
standing  commercial  timber.  About  20  billion  feet  of  this  can  be  cut 
and  marketed  profitably  at  the  prices  that  have  obtained  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years,  representing  an  increase  of  from  $5  to  $7.50 
per  thousand  feet  in  the  price  of  lumb,er.  The  opening  of  new  terri- 
tory b}'^  improved  waterways  and  branch  railways  will  probably 
make  available  the  other  80  billion  feet. " 

The  following,  named  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  are  the 
different  kinds  of  timber  in  this  Province:  Hemlock,  red  cedar, 
Douglas  fir,  balsam,  spruce,  white  pine,  cottonwood,  and  cypress. 
Hemlock  constitutes  over  40  per  cent  of  the  total.  Balsam  is  very 
closely  allied  to  hemlock,  and,  when  manufactured,  one  is  often  sold 
for  the  other. 

In  1910,  1911,  and  1912  standing  timber  in  favorable  localities  sold 
from  $3  per  thousand  to  as  Ioav  as  25  cents  i^er  th(.usand.  The  better 
grades  of  timber  are  still  held  at  or  near  the  former  price,  while  the 
cheaper  or  less  accessible,  held  by  speculators,  is  now  unsalable,  and 
many  tracts  are  reverting  to  ])revious  owners  or  to  the  Government 
for  nonpayment  of  ground  rent. 

There  were  engaged  in  the  logging  and  lumber  industry  in  this 
Province  last  year  4,500  men,  whose  wages  averaged  $3.40  per  day. 
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Last  Year's  Ciit  of  Legs — Exports  to  the  United  States. 

In  1915  there  was  cut  in  this  Province  approximately  080,000,000 
feet  of  saw  timber  and  120,000,000  feet  board  measure  of  piling, 
poles,  and  fence  posts,  railway  ties,  and  shinjile  bolts.  The  average 
prices  board  measure  for  logs  were  about  as  follows:  Douglas  fir,  $6 
to  $7  per  thousand  feet;  red  cedar,  $8  to  $11;  spruce,  $8.50;  hemlock, 
$0  y)QV  tli(  usand. 

The  large  shipment  of  cedar  logs  to  the  Puget  Sound  country,  with 
the  demand  for  spruce  for  ships'  decking  and  aeroplanes  and  for 
hemlock  for  pulp,  held  the  price  of  these  timbers  within  about  $1 
of  the  average  for  former  j-ears,  but  flooded  the  market  with  fir  logs 
which  sold  for  about  $3  per  thousand  feet  below  their  normal  value. 

Of  the  saw  logs  scaled  during  the  year,  98,522,000  feet  were  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States,  leaving  available  for  manufacture  into 
lumber  by  the  mills  in  the  Province  587,555,808  feet,  which  repre- 
sents the  output  of  the  industry  in  1915. 

Lumber  exports  from  British  Columbia  to  the  United  States  last 
year  were  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  industry,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  77.01:1,320  feet,  or  about  13  per  cent  of  the  total  output 
and  11  per  cent  of  the  lumber  marketed.  Under  normal  conditions 
the  mills  in  this  Province  are  unable  to  compete  successfully  wdth 
those  in  Washington  and  Oregon  because  of  tlie  alleged  higher  cost  of 
pro^luction.  Another  reasrn  for  the  limited  exports  to  the  American 
market  is  that  the  Britisli  Columbia  manufacturers  run  finished 
lumber  in  patterns  different  from  thosa  produced  in  the  United 
States,  especially  flooring,  ceiling,  siding,  and  certain  grades  of 
finishing  lumber.  The  local' mills  cut  also  what  is  designated  as 
"hollow-back"  flooring,  and  other  grades  are  cut  one-sixteenth  of 
an  inch  thinner  than  that  manufactured  in  the  United  States  for 
similar  jmrposcs.  This  failure  to  conform  to  American  standards 
is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  unsatisfactorj^  showing  in  the  export 
trade. 

Large  quantities  of  lumber  are  imported  annually  from  the  AYest- 
ern  States  into  Canada,  particularly  the  prairie  Provinces,  much  of 
the  product  of  the  Puget  Sound  district  being  especially  suited  to  the 
demands  in  that  market. 

Lack  of  Demand  for  Construction  Work — Prices  of  Lumber. 

The  main  factor  in  the  depressed  condition  of  the  Imnber  industry 
in  1915  was  the  lack  of  demand  for  lumber  for  construction  purposes, 
both  the  prairie  and  the  local  markets  having  been  practically  dead. 
This  situation,  together  Avith  the  financial  depression  and  the  lack 
of  tonnage,  reduced  the  foreign  exports  from  the  coast  to  an  insig- 
nificant proportion  of  the  annual  cut.  Continuance  of  the  war  caused 
many  of  the  mills  to  close  and  others  to  reduce  their  output.  The 
close  of  the  3^ear  found  stocks  greatly  reduced. 

During  1915  the  price  of  lumber  dropped  to  the  lowest  level  re- 
corded in  the  last  10  years,  and  it  was  particularly  low  during  the 
summer  and  autmnn.  The  general  average  for  the  jeiw  was  from 
$2  to  $1  per  thousand  feet  below  normal  prices. 

The  lumber  marketed  during  the  3^ear  exceeded  the  cut  by  100,- 
000.000  feet,  making  the  aggi'egate  sales  087,500,000  feet.  The  pro- 
duction in  1914  was  775,000,000  feet,  about  100,000,000  of  which  was 
carried  over  into  1915. 
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Shingle  Industry — Exports  to  the  Tlnited  States. 

This  Province  has  large  areas  of  red-cedar  timber,  from  whicli 
excellent  grades  of  shingles  are  produced.  There  are  70  shingle 
mills  in  the  territory  of  this  consulate  general,  with  a  total  of  318 
machines.  Each  machine  has  a  daily  capacity  of  20,000  shingles, 
making  a  total  of  C.3G0.0OO  for  each  day  of  10  hours  and  an  annual 
productive  capacity  of  1.908,000,000. 

Onlv  about  270  machines  ^vere  in  operation  in  1915.  maldng  the 
total  capacity  of  the  industry  for  the  year  1,008,000,000  shingles.  Of 
the  total  output,  1.259.393.000  were  exported  to  the  United  States, 
leavintv  318,G07,000'  for  all  other  markets. 

Various  causes  contributed  to  the  exportation  to  the  American 
market  of  so  large  a  per  cent  of  the  total  product.  The  serious 
depression  in  the  building  trades  in  Canada,  especially  in  the  western 
Provinces,  which  in  normal  times  furnish  the  principal  market  for 
British  Columbia  shingles,  and  the  lack  of  tonnage  for  foreign 
export  left  the  industry  largely  dependent  upon  the  United  States 
for  a  market. 

Declared  Exports  to  "United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Vancouver  district  to  the  United 
States  for  the  calendar  year  1915,  as  invoiced  through  this  consulate 
general,  show  a  total  value  of  $25,157,355,  as  compared  witli 
$12,794,660  for  the  previous  year.  Returned  American  goods  to  the 
value  of  $1,440,4:12  for  last  year,  as  compared  with  $2,029,532  for 
191i.  are  not  included  in  the  foregoing  figures,  but  exports  to  the 
Philippines  are  included,  amounting  to  $38,826  in  1914  and  $15,722 
in  1915. 

The  total  value  of  exports  frojn  British  Columbia  to  the  United 
States  for  last  year  was  $34,360,412,  compared  with  $28,343,228  for 
1914.  The  only  consular  district  in  British  Columbia  showing  any 
considerable  gain  in  exports  to  the  United  States  during  last  year 
is  Vancouver,  in  which  the  values  practically  doubled. 

The  classified  list  of  the  declared  exports  from  Vancouver  for  the 
United  States  for  the  whole  of  1914  and  1915  and  from  the  consular 
agency  at  Xelson  up  to  f.Iay  31,  1915,  at  which  date  the  agency  was 
closed,  is  aiven  below  : 


FROM  VAXCOCYER. 

Animals: 

Kor^e? 

Another 

Automobiles 

Bonds 

Bread  stuffs: 

Floor 

Oats,  wheat,  and  rye. 

Rice 

Brewer's  crit? 

Bullion:  Gold 

Cascara  bark 

Coal 

Explosives 

Fertilizer. 


Fire  brick 

Fish: 

Fresh — 

Halibut. 
Salmon.. 


SIO 


1", 
10, 
C2, 
57, 
,9S8, 


322, 
2oS, 


843 


1915 


Articles. 


from;  vaxcouvep.— contd. 


813,  .540 

25,210 

23.553 

l,46i;243 

G-t,890   i 
18,  .5:30 
194,575  ! 
122, 7f  2 
2, 739, 510 
15,8.33  I 
7,12-s  I 
9,210  \ 
21, 14G  I 
2S,708  I 


107,-309 
183,299 


Fish — CoDtinued. 

Frozciio 

Preserved — 

Sabnon— Salt 

Another 

Furs 

Giynerin 

Hides  and  skins: 

Calf 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Household  effects,  etc 

Jndii  rubber 

Jimk: 

Metal  (including  alumi- 
num)  

All  other 

Lime  and  lime  rock 

Jyiquors 

Machinenr  and  hardware. . . 


$6,377 

32,304 
1.5,t)44 
73, 954 
50, 171 


572, 743 

24, S2S 

282,' 970 


62,627 

35,657 
29,  .5.52 
20,935 


S71,551 

116,913 

SS,  100 

C2, 794 

0,222 

9,3.31 

334,268 

36,640 

2S5.631 

1,010,580 


P.5,353 
41,033 
14,539 
11,985 
31,971 


a  Included  in  "Fresh  fish"  in  1914,  except  herring. 
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Articles. 


FEOM   VANCOUVER— Po:itd. 


Meats 

Ore: 

Copper — 

Blister 

Matte 

Allothc:- 

Gold  concentrates 

Another 

Provisions,  n.  e.  s 

Tea 

Tin 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

l>ogs 

Lumber- 
Flooring 

Lath 

Eoueh  and  dressed . 

Sidins 

Silo  stock 

All  other 

Paper 

POmg 

Poles 

Pulp 

Shingles 

Shingle  bolts 

All  other , 


$103,259 

1, 177, 588 
i,"249,"547 


206,011 
5"),  103 
5,207 

4,S0, 927 

C) 

20, 801 

588, 773 

16:5,402 

3,1-20 

22,4B,S 

1,G02,805 

35, 49-1 

109,541 

235,971 

2,374,151 

C,  634 

2,514 


1915 


S23, 395 


0,101,781 

1,752,943 

1,480,195 

407,889 

44, 878 

79,444 

46, 666 

3,261 

895,344 

84,570 

20, 60S 

874,459 

5.5,435 

107, 720 

48,703 

1,002,527 

31,623 

47,417 

203, 620 

3, 790, 763 

15,915 


Articles. 


FROM   VANCOUVER— COntd. 


Wool 

All  other  arlicle:; 


Total 

Exports  to  the  Philippines. 

Grand  total 

FROM  NELSON. 


Animals 

Bullion:  Silver 

Hides 

Ore: 

Concentrates^ 

Gold 

Lead 

7inc 

Copper-- 

I'lister 

Malle 

7Anc 

All  other 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of.. 
All  other  articles 


Total. 


19M 


$135, 822 
146, 670 


12, 755, 834 
38, 826 


1915 


S45,66S 
212, 697 


25,141,633 
15, 722 


12  794,660    25,167,355 


20, 080 

243, 759 

14,440 


614,627 
'i9i,'732 


3, 743, 850 
3,193,642 


34,755 
57, 117 


8, 114, 604 


1,025 

504,814 

9, 172 


225,576 
51,473 
70,063 

1,447,285 
1,501,864 
58, 267 
19, 713 
29,513 
16, 696 


3,935,461 


a  Not  given  separately  in  1914. 

Declared  exports  to  the  Philippines  from  Vancouver  were,  in  de- 
tail, as  follows:  Eg-gs,  in  1914,  valued  at  $2,404;  preserved  milk,  in 
1915,  $3,219;  oats,  m  1914,  $20,132;  paper  in  1914,  $16,290,  in  1915, 
$12,503.  None  v>'ere  manifested  to  Porto  Rico  or  Hawaii,  rfelson 
sent  no  declared  exports  to  the  insular  possessions  in  the  two  years 
under  reviev.'. 

Summary  of  All  British  Columbia  Consulates. 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  of  each  American  consulate 
and  consular  agency  in  British  Columbia  for  the  United  States  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Consulates  and  agencies. 


Cumberland  agency 

Dawson  consulate  « 

Femie  consulate 

Nanaimo  agency 

Nelson  agency  'o'. 

Prince  Paipert  consulate  c 


1914 


S257,962 
3,902,930 
1,055,992 

768,272 
8,114,604 

112,260 


5105,021 


1,957,993 
1,114,493 
3,9.35,461 
1,284,783 


Consulates  and  agencies. 


Vancouver  consulate  gen- 
eral  

Victoi'ia  consulate 

White  Horse  agency' . . . 

Total 


1914 


.S12,794,0CO 

,555,718 
e  180, 824 


2;;,  343,228 


1915 


$25,157,355 
065,732 
145,959 

34,366,797 


o  Closed  1915. 

fcf  losed,  fractional  year  ended  May  31, 1915. 

c  New  oiFice,  fractional  year  commencing  Oct.  28, 1914. 

<i  Under  juri.sdiction  of  Vancouver  consuiate  general  to  July  1,  1915. 

c  Includes  returned  .\merican  goods. 

The  returned  American  coods  invoiced  at  Vancouver  in  1915  in- 
cluded fish  to  the  value  of  $414,3Gi,  of  which  $1G1,32S  was  the  value 
of  manifested  fish;  in  1914,  fish  to  the  value  of  $314,824,  including 
manifested  fish  valued  at  $100,774. 

Causes  of  Increase  in  Exports  to  UnitscI  States. 

The  foregoing  figures  show  that  th.e  large  increase  in  the  value  of 
exports  from  P>rilish  Col ! nubia  to  the  United  State's  last  year,  as 
compared  with  1914.  was  limited  to  a  few  articles. 
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The  greatest  gain  was  in  ore,  which  shows  an  increase  of  $7,360,551 
for  the  year,  made  up  in  part  as  follows:  Blister  copper  $4,924,193; 
copper  matte,  $1,752,945;  and  gold  concentrates,  $407,889.  The  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  wood  mamifactures  was  $2,072,040,  the  princi- 
pal articles  contributing  to  the  total  being  shingles,  Avith  a  gain  of 
$1,410,012;  lumber.  $912,874;  and  logs,  $414,417.  There  was  a  de- 
crease of  $600,278  in  the  value  of  paper  exports,  and  animal  products 
also  ghov;cd  a  decrease  of  $365,230. 

The  forwarding  of  bonds  to  the  value  of  $1,461,349  was  due  to  the 
surrendering  of  American  securities  by  British  Columbia  holders. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  wood  products  Avas  due  to  several 
causes.  Inactivity  in  the  building  trades,  almost  entirely  eliminating 
the  market  for  sliingles  and  greatly  reducing  the  demand  for  lumber 
in  the  western  Provinces,  and  the  interruption  of  shipping,  curtailing 
tonnage  for  foreign  export,  diverted  to  the  United  States  an  unusual 
proportion  of  the  timber  products  of  the  Province. 

War  conditions  contributed  ,to  the  increase  in  the  mineral  ex- 
ports. The  higher  prices  paid  for  minerals  in  the  American  market 
stimulated  to  greater  activit}^  the  industry  in  this  Province,  result- 
ing in  a  greatly  increased  output,  most  of  which  was  marketed  in 
(he  United  States. 
Outlook  for  American  Trade  in  British  Columbia. 

"When  the  financial  and  industrial  depression  has  passed  and 
business  assumes  a  more  normal  aspect,  British  Columbia  will  offer 
an  attractive  market  for  American  manufactures.  Depleted  stocks 
will  necessitate  extensive  buying,  and  those  who  are  prepared  to 
take  advantage  of  the  situation  will  find  in  this  Province  opportuni- 
ties for  j)rofitable  business. 

When  the  revival  in  trade  comes,  as  it  undoubtedly  will  immedi- 
ately after  the  close  of  the  war,  the  United  States  should  secure 
a  large  portion  of  the  business.  The  exhausted  condition  of  Euro- 
pean countries  will  require  all  of  their  resources  to  supply  the  local 
trade  and  to  build  up  their  home  industries.  This  will  give  the 
United  States  a  decided  advantage  over  European  competitors  for 
Canadian  trade. 

One  factor  to  be  taken  into  account  in  plans  for  increasing  Amer- 
ican trade  in  British  Columbia  is  that  Canadian  manufacturers  are 
now  organizing  for  the  purpose  of  entering  more  generally  and 
energetically  into  competition  with  foreign  exporters  for  the  local 
trade.  The  productive  capacity  of  the  Province  is  not,  however, 
equal  to  the  consumption,  and  there  will  be  opportunities  for  form- 
ing new  trade  connections  and  increasing  business  through  estab- 
lished channels.  Greater  production  and  superior  facilities  in  the 
United  States  for  distributing  should  enable  American  exporters  to 
greatly  expand  their  trade  in  this  territor}^ 

VICTORIA. 

By  Consul  Robert  Brent  Moslier,  February  2S. 

The  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  with  an  average  width  of  only  18 
miles,  separates  Vancouver  Island,  which  comprises  this  consular  dis- 
trict, from  the  State  of  Washington,  and  on  account  of  this  close 
proximity  the  cities  of  the  district  enjoy  good  transportation  con- 
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sections  with  Soi-.ttle  and  other  American  cities.  The  needs  of  the 
people  of  this  island  have  been  practically  Americanized  by  its  close 
connection  Avitli  American  cities  by  steamers,  Avith  several  mail  de- 
liveries a  day  and  with  telegraphic  connection,  both  Avire  and  wire- 
less. The  Vancouver  Island  cities  bear  the  same  relation  to  Seattle 
that  Windsor,  Ontario,  does  to  Detroit,  Mich.  The  needs  of  this 
market  are  almost  the  same  as  for  Seattle  or  the  adjacent  State  of 
^^'a^-llii:i;■(:on. 
Construction  Work  and  Mining. 

In  municipal  undertakings  an  excellent  Avater  sj^stem  has  just  been 
comple';cd.  An  elaborate  system  of  street  pacing  Avas  starced  several 
years  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Avar  and  in  nios-  j^i.rts  is  coin]')lete  1. 
That  Avliicli  remains  unfinished  Avill  probably  not  be  completed  until 
the  AA^ar  is  over.  The  only  improvements  of  any  importance  noAv 
under  Avay  are  the  outer  Avharves  being  constructed  by  the  Dominion 
(rovernment.  The  brealvAvater  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$1.000,0f  0,  and  the  Avharves  Avill  have  an  ultimate  cost  of  $-2,500,000. 

The  Canadian  Northern  has  started  a  branch  line  on  Vancouver 
Island,  but  for  the  present  work  is  at  a  standstill  AAdth  little  pros- 
pects of  its  being  resumed  until  after  the  Avar. 

The  output  of  the  coal  mines  of  Vancouver  Island  in  1015  amounted 
to  1.000.710  long  tons  of  coal  and  coke,  or  a  decrease  of  $G2,535 
in  value  as  compared  Avith  1914.  As  the  labor  troubles  are  prac- 
tically over,  the  island  mines  are  assuming  their  normal  output. 

United  States  Fisheries  Interests  Affected. 

The  most  notcAvorthy  feature  of  the  fishery  industry  is  the  fact 
that  American  boats  are  landing  their  fish  at  Prince  Rupert.  Avhere 
they  are  shipped  to  eastern  markets  over  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad. 
This  ncAV  business  for  Prince  Rupert  is  mainly  taken  from  Seattle 
and  does  not  atfect  Vancouver  Island.  It  is  secured  to  Prince 
Rupert  by  a  neAv  customs  regulation  Avhich  permits  foreign  bottoms 
to  land  fresh  fish  at  a  Canadian  port  and  transship  in  bond  to  an 
American  port,  but  Avithout  the  right  to  sell  in  Canada. 

Strong  efforts  are  about  to  be  made  to  dispose  of  salt  herring  in 
the  American  markets  Avest  of  Chicago. 

The  sealing  industry  has  chvindled  to  small  proportions,  due  to 
the  fact  that  under  the  agreement  made  betAveen  Great  Britain, 
Russia,  Japan,  and  the  United  States  in  the  Sealing  ConA'ention,  only 
Indians  are  permitted  to  engage  in  this  industry.  Canadian  In- 
dians caught  285  fur  seals  in  1915,  as  compared  Avith  119  in  1014. 
All  but  7  of  the  1915  catch  Avere  caught  on  the  west  coast  of  Van- 
couver Island. 

Lumbering — Exportation  of  Logs  Permitted, 

Large  orders  of  lumber  have  been  shipped  within  the  last  year 
from  the  British  Columbia  mills  to  India,  Ncav  York,  Toronto,  and 
Australia.  The  British  Admiralty  has  ordered  19,000,000  feet  and 
also  furnishes  its  oAvn  transportation.  The  total  tiinber  production 
of  VancouA'er  Island  in  1915  Avas  as  folloAvs:  Logs,  115,857,()()1 
board  feet,  of  Avhich  100,090,824  board  feet  Avere  fir  logs;  piling, 
262.506  linear  feet ;  poles,  40,598  linear  feet ;  and  shingle  bolts,  9,515 
cords. 
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The  order  in  council  passed  in  1914  which  permits  logs  to  be  ex- 
ported is  still  in  force.  The  measure  serves  a  dual  purpose;  it  gives 
relief  to  the  accumulation  of  logs,  which  deteriorate  rapidl}^  in  salt 
water,  and  it  helps  in  raising  capital.  The  American  mills  at  Seat- 
tle, Tacoma,  Everett,  and  other  Sound  cities  are  milling  great  quan- 
tities of  Britisli  Columbia  logs. 

Extreme  dullness  prevails  in  the  timber  market.  Less  than  half 
the  mills  are  operating  at  present.  Prices  are  abnormally  low,  aver- 
aging about  $12  per  thousand  feet,  as  against  $11  per  thousand  for 
19U. 

Deep-Sea  Shipping  Needed. 

As  the  domestic  demand  for  lumber  in  British  Columbia  has 
decreased  considerably,  the  lum];er  men  have  turned  their  attention  to 
building  up  the  export  trade  and  have  sought  markets  in  the  United 
States,  Australia.  India,  Xew  Zealand,  South  Africa.  South  America, 
China,  Japan,  and  England.  Lumber  is  shipped  to  the  United  States 
by  railroad  and  by  water  via  the  Panama  Canal.  The  greatest  han- 
dicap to  be  met  in  the  export  trade  is  a  shortage  of  deep-sea  tonnage. 

The  Manufacturers'  Association  of  British  Columbia  is  now 
engaged  in  forming  a  company  known  as  "  The  British  Columbia 
Mercantile  ^larine,"  capitalized  at  $2,500,000,  in  250,000  shares  of 
$10  eacli.  As  soon  as  sufficient  capital  is  subscribed  the  first  three 
ships  will  be  laid  down  at  Victoria,  Vancouver,  and  New  West- 
minster. The  company  will  also  endeavor  to  charter  or  purchase  ves- 
sels, the  whole  aim  lieing  to  provide  ocean  transport  to  market  the 
products  of  British  Columbia. 

The  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

The  Avar  has  not  disrupted  shipping  facilities  between  British 
Columbia  and  the  Liiited  States,  while  the  service  with  foreign  coun- 
tries and  England  are  affected.  Ocean  rates  are  high,  which  gives  an 
advantage  to  the  American  manufacturer. 

Vancouver  Island  purchases  mostly  manufactured  goods,  such  as 
cotton  goods,  drugs,  furs,  glass,  hats,  jewehy,  leather,  liquors,  metal 
manufactures,  notions,  oils,  paints,  provisions,  paper,  silk,  stationery, 
sugar,  tobacco,  wool,  and  Avood  products.  Eastern  Canada  is  our 
chief  competitor,  while  England  and  France  do  considerable  export- 
ing to  Vancouver  Island. 

The  imports  into  Victoria  in  1914  were  $8,820,077,  as  compared 
with  $4,879,888  in  1915.  This  great  decrease  in  imports  is  due  to  a 
falling  off'  in  nearly  every  line,  but  more  especially  in  articles  needed 
for  building  construction,  such  as  structural  steel,  hardware,  and 
sash  and  doors.  Exports  remain  about  the  same  as  formerly,  $1,532,- 
782  in  1915,  as  compared  with  $1,572,001  in  1914. 

American  motor  cars  manufactured  in  the  United  States  and  in 
branch  factories  in  Canada  represent  about  85  per  cent  of  the  sales 
in  this  district. 

Goods  to  the  value  of  about  $150,000  annually  were  formerly  im- 
ported into  Victoria  from  Germany  and  Austria,  and  consisted  for 
the  most  part  of  cotton  goods,  drugs,  glass,  gloves,  jewelry,  liquors, 
metal  manufactures,  notions,  toys,  paints,  paper,  and  silk  and  wool 
manufactures.  In  most  instances  such  goods  arrived  in  Victoria 
through  eastern  Canadian  wholesale  and  jobbing  houses. 


18 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMEECE   EEPOETS. 


Metal  products  is  the  largest  item  of  imports,  and  this  varies  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  city.  The  mining,  luml)er,  and  fishing  indus- 
tries all  reipdre  machinery  for  new  projects  and  the  renewal  of  worn- 
out  machinery.  Sewer  pipe  and  machinery  are  largely  imported 
from  P>ngland.  Structural  steel  and  rails  come  almost  altogether 
fi'om  the  United  States.  A\'ool  imports  come  chielly  from  England. 
Wood  manufactures  c(>me  mostly  from  the  State  of  Washington  and 
are  more  largely  made  n[)  of  sash,  dooi-s,  and  interior  fittings.  Fruit 
and  vegetal)les  come  chieHy  from  )Vashington  an.d  California. 

Exports  to  United  States. 

The  artick's  antl  their  \alue  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate 
at  Victoria  and  the  agencies  at  Nanaimo  and  CUnnherland  for  tho 
United  States  during  11)14  and  1915  are  given  below: 


Artk'lt's. 


FROM  VICTORIA. 


Automobiles 

Coal 

Copper  ore 

Fertilizer 

Fish 

Fnrs,  raw 

Glycerin 

Gold  bullion 

Hides,  sieen 

Household  goods 

Junk 

Liquors 

I'otash 

Whale  oil 

Wood,  and  mauufafturei  of; 

Logs 

Ijumber 

Shingles 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Automobile  to  Hawoii. 


Grand  total. 


S12 
■M 
1(> 

110 

17 

1 

2(i 

IS 

c'l 
(1 

12 


554,218 
1,500 


,898 
,  :5S2 

22!) 
'5^8 

02! 

cm 

■151 
890 
479 


C65, 732 


Articles. 


FROM  NANAIMO. 


Coal,  bituminous 

Copper  ore 

Explosives 

Fish 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Logs 

I>umber 

Fole^.  telephone 

Shingle-i i. 

All  other  articles 


Total 

FROM  CU.MBKRLANU. 


Coal,  bituminous. 
Shingles,  cedar. .. 


Total. 


1094,302 


5, 1S4 
15, 122 


«1, 008, 4.37 
11,022 


.5,('4J 
33,  lo() 


103,  ceo 
1,395 


105, 021 


54,634 

'  '3,'335 
33,' 703 


1,114,493 


250,405 
7,557 


257, 9C2 


Returned  American  goods  to  the  value  of  $105,1GG  in  1014  and  of 
$113,406  in  1915,  composed  mainly  of  automobiles,  hou.sehold  goods, 
machineiy,  and  empty  sacks,  were  iiiA  oiced  at  the  Victoria  consulate. 

Explanation  of  Increases  and  Decreases — Suty  on  California  Oil  Proposed. 

The  foregoing  table  shows  a  total  value  of  $2,038,187  for  the  de- 
clared exports  to  the  I'liited  States  in  1915.  as  comp;ired  with 
$1,424,464  in  1914. 

The  increase  in  coal  exports  is  due  to  the  cessation  of  labor 
troubles  which  occurred  during  1913  on  account  of  Avhich  the  exports 
for  1913  and  1914  were  considerably  curtailed.  The  increase  in  fui^ 
is  due  to  better  shipping  facilities  from  northern  Canada.  Junk 
shows  an  increase  due  to  better  jirices  offered:  luml)er.  because  of 
better  tariif  arrangements.  Potash  was  shippetl  from  Victoria  be- 
cause of  its  scarcity  due  to  the  present  war.  lirewer's  rice  and  rice 
flour  show  an  increase  because  of  .shipi)ing  difficulties  encountered 
from  some  of  the  former  sources  of  supply.  Ores  show  an  increase 
due  to  the  better  prices  offered. 

Automobiles  show  a  decrease  as  a  result  of  poor  business  in  gen- 
eral.    Fertilizer  shows  a  decrease  on  account  of  tho  whaling  com- 
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pany  operatin";  only  two  stations.    Glycerin  shows  a  decrease  due  to 
lack  of  demand. 

Boards  of  trade  at  Nanaimo  and  other  cities  are  urging  the  Do- 
minion Government  at  Ottawa  to  place  a  duty  immediately  upon 
fuel  oil  coming  from  California  as  it  is  a  strong  competitor  with  the 
coal  mines  of  this  Province. 
Ileducing  Civic  Expenditures. 

There  is  a  determined  intention  in  the  city  of  Victoria  to  reduce 
civic  expenditures.  This  determination  is  due  to  the  general  busi- 
ness depression  which  has  resulted  in  only  about  70  per  cent  of  the 
land  tax  being  collected.  The  shortage  in  taxes  has  left  no  alterna- 
tive to  the  municipalities. 

The  estimates  for  civic  outlaj's  for  the  coming  year  has  been  re- 
duced from  $2.001,.522  for  1915  to  $1,771,593  for  1916.  The  total 
assessed  value  of  land  and  improvements  is  put  at  $98,517,280,  as 
compared  with  $108,942,580  in  1915. 

PRINCE  RUPERT. 

By  Vice  Consul  Irving  Pf.  Linnell,  Febrnai-y  19. 

The  consular  district  of  Prince  Eupert  embraces  all  the  northern 
part  of  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  Territory,  Canada,  a  total 
area  of  more  than  400,000  square  miles.  This  region  is,  however, 
sparsely  populated  at  present.  Until  recently,  when  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway  was  completed  across  northern  British  Co- 
lumbia from  Prince  Rupert  to  Edmonton,  Alberta,  the  interior  of  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Province  was  most  difficult  of  access,  but  the 
building  of  this  railroad  has  made  accessible  great  stretches  of 
arable  lands  and  rich  mining  territory,  both  of  which  are  now  being 
developed.  Notwithstanding  this,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
country  in  this  consular  district  is  still  hard  to  reach  and  must  re- 
main undeveloped  for  many  years. 

The  industries  of  the  district  are,  in  the  order  of  their  present 
importance,  fishing,  mining,  lumbering,  agriculture,  and  hunting  and 
trapping, 

Fishing  the  Chief  Industry. 

The  coast  of  northern  British  Columbia  is  irregular  and  broken 
with  many  islands  and  indentations.  The  waters  teem  with  fish  of 
many  kinds.  Owing,  however,  to  the  difficulties  and  cost  of  trans- 
portation of  the  fisheries  products,  only  the  higher-priced  fish  have 
been  taken  in  quantities  hitherto.  The  halibut  and  salmon  have 
been  the  ones  chiefly  sought. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Prince  Rupert  two  great  salmon  rivers  reach  the 
Pacific  Ocean — the  Skeena  and  the  Naas.  Numerous  salmon  can- 
neries are  located  at  or  near  the  mouths  of  these  rivers.  Figures  are 
not  yet  available  showing  the  pack  for  1915,  but  it  is  stated  that  the 
run  of  salmon  in  these  rivers  is  holding  up  much  better  than  that  in 
the  southern  rivers. 

In  the  past  these  canneries  have  employed  Orientals  and  native 
Indian  fishermen  to  a  large  extent.  Feeling,  however,  that  a  per- 
m.anent  white  fishing  population  would  be  more  desirable  for  the 
community,  the  Government  has  taken  steps  to  induce  white  fisher- 
men to  go  into  salmon  fishing.     To  this  end  independent  fishing 
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licenses  Avere  granted  to  white  fishermen,  who  coukl  then  s(^\  their 
catch  in  the  best  market.     Formerly  the  canneries  held  the  only 
iishiniT  licenses  for  salmon   fishinii\     This  change  has  already   re- 
sulted in  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  white  fishermen. 
Halibut  the  Principal  Fish  Caught. 

The  laigcst  halibut  banlcs  of  the  northern  Pacific  Ocean  lie  oil'  the 
coast  of  noithern  Ibitish  Cohimbia  and  southeastern  Alaska.  Until 
recently  the  greater  part  of  the  htdibut  fishing  Heet  operated  out  of 
Seattle  and  \\an("ouver,  and  delivered  their  catches  in  these  ports; 
but  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  IJailway  for  through 
traffic  to  eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
concessions  granted  to  American  fishing  vessels  b}'  the  Canadian  Do- 
minion Order  in  Council  of  March  9,  1915,  of  which  reports  were 
printed  in  Co^imkkce  Ki:poirjs  of  March  2o  and  27,  1915,  have  re- 
sulted in  many  of  these  fishing  ves.sels  bringing  their  halibut  to  the 
port  of  Prince  IJupert,  Britisli  Columbia,  whence  it  is  shipped  via 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pac'fic  to  eastern  markets. 

The  extent  to  Avhich  American  fishing  Aessels  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  this  concession  was  set  out  in  a  report  published  in  Cojimerce 
JReports  for  October  28,  1915.  This  report  showed  the  results  up  to 
September  80,  1915.  The  figures  for  the  last  three  months  of  tho 
year  are  as  follows : 


Mouths. 

Landed 

from 
American 

vessels 
at  Prince 
Ivupert. 

Trips 
m-ide  bv 
American 

vessels 
to  Prince 
i'Uipert. 

Shipped 

to  United 

Stales 

from 

Prince 

Kupert. 

Value  of 

halibut 

shipped 

to  United 

States 

from 

Prince 

Kupert. 

Landed 
at  Seattle. 

1915. 

Pnvnds. 

1.091,000 

1,099,366 

557, 340 

Number. 
46 
38 
16 

Pounds. 
1,281,797 
1,480,713 
1,002,611 

$115,957 
129,513 
97, 444 

Pounds. 
2, 194, 325 

November  

2,147,937 

2, 487, 140 

Total 

2, 738, 706 

100 

3. 765. 121 

342,914     6,829,402 

1 

The  table  of  declared  exports  from  Prince  Kupert  to  the  United 
States  for  1915  includes  nearly  $1,000,000  worth  of  halibut.  A  con- 
siderable part  of  this  amount  Avas  sold  in  Prince  Rupert  by  American 
fishing  vessels,  which  must  be  shipped  to  the  United  States  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Canadian  order  in  council, 
A  Closed  Halibut  Season  Proposed. 

In  connection  with  the  recent  agitation  for  a  closed  season  for 
halibut  fishing,  to  extend  over  tAvo  or  three  months  of  the  av inter,  this 
consulate  has  in(iuired  of  the  captains  of  many  of  the  A-essels  coming 
into  Prince  Rupert  as  to  their  attitude  toAvard  a  closed  season,  and 
they  were  almost  unanimous  in  their  approval  of  such  a  measure, 
stating  that  the  Aveather  conditions  during  December  and  January, 
particularly  off  the  coast  of  Alaska,  Avere  such  that  fishing  during  that 
period  was  extremely  dangerous,  and  that  the  halibut  Avere  rapidly 
becoming  scarcer  and  should  be  given  more  opportunity  to  breed 
and  grow. 
Herring  and  Cod  Fisheries — Shellfish. 

The  herring  industry  is  also  one  of  considerable  importance.    These 
fish  run  in  the  late  fall  and  early  spring  and  are  taken  in  great  quan- 
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titles  and  frozen  for  use  as  bait  in  the  halibut  fisheries.  Great  num- 
bers are  also  cured  for  shipment  by  smokino-  and  salting.  During 
the  fall  of  1915  an  unusual  demand  for  smoked  and  salted  herring 
was  evident,  largely  owing  to  the  decreased  production  of  the  Euro- 
pean herring  fisheries,  and  preparations  were  made  to  pu.t  up  large 
quantities,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  herring  had  riot  appeared 
and  it  is  feared  that  the  run  will  be  late  and  possibly  Ijrief  when  it 
does  come. 

There  are  immense  codfish  banks  off  tliis  coast,  but  it  h'ls  not  been 
as  profitable  to  fish  for  these  as  for  the  halibut,  and  cod  fishing  has 
as  yet  been  developed  very  little.  It  is  expected  tliat  as  the  halibut 
get  scarcer  the  attention  of  the  fishing  interests  Avill  turn  to  cod. 

Large  beds  of  clams  and  similar  shellfish  occur  on  the  coast,  but 
thus  far  have  been  little  developed  commercially.  Crabs  of  large 
size  are  found  in  most  of  the  sheltered  waters  of  the  coast  and  are 
caught  to  some  extent,  but  their  use  has  been  largeh'  local. 

]\Iining  and  Smelting  Interests, 

During  1915  considerable  progress  was  made  in  mining.  In  the 
Alice  Arm  district  the  Granby  Consolidated  Mining,  Smelting  & 
Power  Co.  (Ltd.)  continued  its  operations  and  several  new  furnaces 
were  blown  in  at  the  smelter.  The  cost  of  production  of  copper  was 
lessened  at  this  smelter  during  the  year,  as  was  reported  in  a  dispatch 
published  in  the  Commerce  Reports  for  January  12,  1916.  This 
company  has  acquired  a  number  of  copper  properties  in  southeastern 
Alaska  and  intends  to  bring  the  ore  therefrom  to  the  Granby  smelter 
for  treatment. 

The  Dolly  Varden  mine,  on  Alice  Arm,  a  silver-lead  proposition, 
has  been  bonded,  and  development  work  on  it  is  proceeding  rapidly. 

The  Surf  Inlet  mine,  on  Princess  Royal  Island,  has  1)een  taken 
over  by  the  Tonopah-Belmont  Development  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
under  its  bond,  and  development  work  on  a  large  scale  is  now  in 
progress.  This  property  has  an  immense  body  of  low-grade  gold  ore 
blocked  out  and  is  expected  to  become  a  big  producer. 

Near  Stewart,  British  Columbia,  several  properties  have  recently 
been  bonded,  and  a  revival  of  active  mining  in  this  district  is  now 
confidently  expected. 

In  the  Hazelton  district  the  mines  on  Rocher  de  Boule  and  Nine 
Mile  jMountains  have  been  actively  developing  during  the  year.  The 
Montana  Continental  Development  Co.,  which  has  leased  the  Rocher 
de  Boule  claims,  has  shipped  to  the  smelter  at  Anj^ox,  British  Colum- 
bia, $500,000  worth  of  copper  ore.  The  Silver  Cup,  Silver  Standard, 
and  Sunrise  groups  of  claims  on  Nine  Mile  Mountain  have  shipped 
considerable  silver-lead  ore  to  the  smelter  at  Trail,  British  Columbia. 
The  Highland  Boy,  the  Red  Rose  group,  and  the  Great  Ohio  group 
are  all  being  developed  under  working  bonds,  and  the  placer  property 
at  Lome  Creek  is  being  worked. 

The  great  need  for  the  mining  district  about  Hazelton  seems  to  be 
a  local  smelter,  as  there  are  numerous  properties  in  the  district  show- 
ing large  bodies  of  ore  that  is  not  of  sufficient  richness  to  make  it 
profitable  to  pay  the  heavy  transportation  charges  to  the  smelters  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  south,  but  which  could  be  worked  at  a  profit  if  a 
smelter  were  nearer. 
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Lumbering  a  Growing  Industry. 

During  last  year  a  numlK'r  of  .small  sawmills  began  operations 
on  the  coast  and  islands  of  northern  British  Columbia.  An  unusual 
demand  has  been  evident  for  No.  1,  or  clear,  spruce  lumber,  and  these 
nulls  have  had  a  ready  market  for  all  of  this  grade  of  spruce  they 
could  i)rcdu.ce.  IlowcNcr,  it  app(>ars  that  the  spruce  of  this  district 
■will  not  aveiage  more  than  10  per  (."ent  clear,  and  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  vessels  and  the  prevailing  high  freight  rates  the  mills 
have  l)een  unable  to  dis])ose  of  mucli  of  the  second-class  lumber. 
There  is  a  good  demand  for  such  lumbei"  in  the  inuiietliate  vicinity  of 
Prince  Kupert  to  use  for  l)ox  shooks.  as  the  canneries  and  cold-storago 
l)lants  and  the  shippers  of  fish  geiierally  use  a  large  number  of  boxes, 
but  this  demand  has  not  been  sufficient  to  use  nearly  all  of  the  second- 
grade  lumlier  produced  and  some  of  the  mills  are  heavily  stocked 
with  it. 

There  has  been  little  or  no  building  done  in  tlie  district  (hiring  the 
year. 

But  Little  Agriculture  in  Northern  British  Columbia. 

Very  few  new  ranches  or  farms  were  started  during  the  yetir  and 
there  has  been  little  agricultural  development  in  northei-n  liritish 
Columbia  up  to  the  present.  There  are  lai'ge  tracts  of  land  suitable 
for  agriculture,  but  the  greater  ]>ortion  of  such  land  that  is  easily 
accessible  from  the  railway  is  held  either  by  preemptors  who  have 
not  developed  it  to  any  great  extent  or  by  speculators  who  are  holding 
it  for  a  rise  in  value. 

It  is  hoiked  that  there  will  be  a  considei-able  inmiigration  into  this 
district  after  the  war,  especially  from  Euru])e.  for  settlement  upon 
the  land  and  the  prosecution  of  agriculture.  This  movement  will 
depend,  to  a  large  extent,  upon  the  treatment  of  the  hind  (|uestion  by 
the  Provincial  (Toveriiment.  There  is  now  a  strong  agitation  under 
way  to  have  the  Government  eliminate  to  some  extent  the  land  specu- 
lators above  referred  to.  If  this  were  done,  consideralde  agricultural 
development  would  seem  possible  in  this  district. 

Hunting  and  Trapping  for  Furs. 

Hunting  and  trapping  for  furs  is  carried  on  extensively  l)y  the 
Indians  of  the  interior  and  to  some  extent  by  Avhites.  The  Indians 
of  the  coast  tribes  also  take  some  furs,  but  obtain  their  livelihood 
more  especially  by  fishing.  Moreover,  the  furs  from  the  animals 
living  near  salt  water  are  not  so  good  or  valuable  as  those  taken  in 
the  colder  interior. 

Heretofore  most  of  the  fur  produced  in  this  district  >vent  either 
direct  to  England  or  to  dealers  in  the  larger  cities  in  other  ])arts  of 
Canada.  During  the  last  year,  however,  some  of  the  smaller  dealers 
in  the  district  have  shi])ped  to  United  otates  markets,  and  during  the 
year  2,842  furs  were  invoiced  for  the  United  States  through  this 
consulate.  In  addition,  there  were  many  shipments  which  were 
valued  at  less  ihan  i?100  each  and  so  did  not  need  consular  invoices. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  statement  of  the  quantities  and  -"-alues  of  the  declared  ex])orts 
from  Prince  Rupert  to  the  Uriied  States  for  1015,  with  a  comparison 
with  the  period  of  about  two  months  (Oct.  28-Dec.  31),  during  which 
there  w^as  a  consular  agency  at  Prince  Rupert  in  1014,  is  as  follows: 
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Articles. 

Oct.  28- 

Dec.  31, 

1914. 

1915 

Articles. 

Oct.  28- 

Dcc.  31, 

1914. 

1915 

Fish: 

.1102, 6S7 

4,342 

3,475 

344 

1,419 

S920, 778 
65, 743 
22,118 
11,101 
5,675 
1 

J790 

Halibut         

Meats              

375 

257,606 

598 

All  ol  her          

All  other  articles                 -- 

Household  goods          

Total 

8112,267 

1,284,784 

As  shown  by  the  above  table  the  principal  export  to  the  United 
States  ^Yas  fish.  The  next  largest  export  Avas  blister  copper.  This 
is  brought  to  Prince  Riii)ert  from  the  Granby  Consolidated  Co.'s 
smelter  at  Anyox,  British  Columbia,  and  shipped  to  the  refinery  in 
New  York.  It  must  be  noted,  liowe\'er.  that  the  above  figures  repre- 
sent only  a  small  part  of  the  blister  copi:)er  actually  shipped  by  the 
Granby  smelter  to  the  United  States.  The  remainder  goes  from 
Anyox  direct  to  Seattle  and  the  consular  invoices  are  certified  in 
.Vancouver,  wdiere  the  head  office  of  the  Granby  Co.  is  situated. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Canadian  Dominion  Government  is  likely 
to  build  or  subsidize  a  refinery  for  British  Columbia,  to  be  located 
near  Vancouver.  If  this  is  done  it  is  expected  that  the  products  of 
the  Anyox  smelter,  as  well  as  of  the  smelters  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  Province,  would  be  refined  locally  instead  of  in  the  United 
States. 

The  only  lumber  which  has  been  shipped  to  the  United  States  is  the 
No.  1,  or  clear,  spruce.  The  cost  of  transporation,  by  rail  at  least, 
is  prohibitive  for  any  poorer  grade. 

Of  the  total  value  of  returned  American  goods  amounting  to 
$33,149  in  1915,  empty  drums  valued  at  $11,558  contained  ammonia 
and  the  higher  grade  oils  when  shipped  into  the  district  from  the 
United  States.  Formerly  a  great  deal  of  gasoline  and  distillate  was 
so  shipped,  but  the  Imperial  Oil  Co.  now  has  its  tanks  in  Prince 
Rupert,  to  which  these  articles,  as  w-ell  as  crude  oil,  are  now  brought 
in  tank  steamers. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1915,  according  to  invoices 
certified  at  the  consular  agency  at  White  Horse,  Yukon  Territory, 
were  valued  at  $145,959,  compared  with  $174,391  for  1914.  Of  the 
total  for  1915,  copper  ore  represented  $108,679  and  raw  fur  $35,032. 

Opportunities  for  American  Capital — Tariff  Obstacles. 

The  development  of  the  mining  resources  of  this  district  is,  even 
now,  quite  largely  carried  on  by  American  capital  and  American 
engineering  skill.  There  are  many  more  opportunities  for  such 
development. 

American  mining  machinery  is  used  more  than  any  other. 

The  present  high  rates  of  Canadian  import  duties  on  all  classes  of 
goods  make  it  difficult  for  the  American  manufacturer  to  compete 
with  goods  produced  in  Canada,  yet  many  lines  of  American  goods 
are  sokl  here  successfully.  American  boots  and  shoes  liave  a  good 
local  market,  as  have  American  watches  and  clocks,  shotguns,  sport- 
ing rifles,  revolvers,  ammunition,  and  numerous  other  commodities. 

Vegetables  and  fruits,  both  fresh  and  preserved,  are  imported  from 
iWasliington  State  in  considerable  quantities. 
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